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Another option is an aquabasin set into a planting bed or deck. It
contains a pump that can run water up through a large pot, boul-
der, or other receptacle. This enables the homeowner to enjoy the
sound of water running over the edge of any type of basin.

Johnson’s Nursery uses state-of-the-art materials for the
construction of landscape water features. The preformed rigid
pond liners of the past have been replaced by rubber liners that can
form any desired shape. They are lined with rocks which harbor the
beneficial bacteria and enzymes that act as the janitors of the water
garden. Pumps are now located in skimmers, such as those seen in
conventional swimming pools. This new technology prevents the

pump from clogging, a major downside to old-school systems.

Homeowners should consider a few important factors before

having a water feature installed:

o A source of electricity is needed, in the form of a ground fault
outlet to power the pump and any desired lighting.

¢ Do not choose a low spot for the location. The liner will attempt
to float due to ground water pressure. Also, lawn fertilizer and
other impurities will run off of the surrounding landscape and into
the pond during heavy rains.

¢ Do not choose a spot under any large deciduous trees or
evergreens for your pond placement. Leaves, needles, animal
droppings and other debris falling into the pond will lead to higher

maintenance.

o It is highly recommended to install an inexpensive auto-fill valve
in the skimmer box of the pond, which will automatically top off
the water feature as needed when water is lost due to evaporation.

Install water features where they will be viewed and appreciated often. Contact one of our landscape designers today and schedule an
appointment to discuss building a water feature into your landscape

that you, your family, and friends will enjoy for years to come. GR

Client Questions?

What native perennials will add color to a
rain garden?

A rain garden can be cither a low
depression in the yard that retains water
after a rain storm, or a garden specifically
designed to capture storm water from
downspouts, sump pumps, or any
impervious surface. Rain gardens slow
water runoff and filter it before it enters
groundwater, lakes, and streams. Using
native plants will give you a rain garden
that is naturally tolerant of standing water
and able to survive periods of drought.

Combining complimentary colors such as
purple/ yellow, blue/orange, or a mix
creates a beautiful color palette. Purple can
be brought into the garden with Joe-pye-
weed, wild iris, Liatris, ironweed, purple
meadow rue, wild geranium, blue false
indigo, New England aster and bottle
gentian. Add some contrasting yellow by
using the Silphium family - compass plant,
cup plant, prairie dock and rosinweed, all
of which grow tall. Other yellow options
are zig zag goldenrod and stiff Coreopsis.
For pink hues use red milkweed, shooting
star or wild bergamot. Rain garden
perennials with white flowers include flat-
topped aster, boneset, glade mallow, and
foxglove penstemon. Sky blue aster, great
blue lobelia, and blue vervain will all
introduce blue. Brighten your rain garden
with the intense orange blooms of butterfly
weed or the tall red wands of cardinal

flower. Taller perennials should be planted

in the center of the rain garden surrounded
by shorter plants with complimentary col-
ors. By incorporating many species in the
rain garden you can achieve an entire grow-

ing season of color, while at the same time
attracting the many birds and butterflies
that flock to native plants. JZ




A New Star on the Horizon at
Johnson’s Nursery!

We'd like to introduce the newest celebrity at Johnson’s Nursery:
Star Power™ Juniper! A newcomer to the industry, Star Power™
came from humble beginnings. It was discovered in 1998 by our
head propagator, Mike Yanny, in a field of plants originating from
Chinese Juniper (Juniperus chinensis). When asked how he knew
Star Power™ had star potential Mike replied, “Well, it had a nice
blue-green, starry texture. And wow! It takes off like a rocket!”
Indeed, Star Power™ has out-paced other varieties on the ladder to
success, reaching 6-7 feet tall in just S years. Former rising stars
such as Iowa, Ames, Canaert, and Hooks #6 are only 4-5 feet tall
at the same age. We anticipate Star Power™ will grow to be about
17 feet tall and 7-9 feet wide at maturity.

Star Power™ is also beautiful and resilient. It is a low maintenance
plant and the bluish-green, star-like foliage has a lovely, dense
appearance that makes other junipers green with envy. But beauty
isn’t everything. This statuesque evergreen is also very durable,
withstands hot, sunny locations, and performs well as a privacy
screen where deer browsing can be a problem.

It’s Almost Here!

If you haven’t marked your calendar yet, don’t wait another
minute! You will not want to miss our 50th Anniversary Open
House on July 18. It will be a fun-filled day of games, prizes,
entertainment, refreshments, educational opportunities and more.

Join us for the following exciting activities:
e $20,000 Extreme Landscape Makeover Giveaway
e Garden Walks and Tours
o Presentations
e Food and Refreshments
o Entertainment
e Games and Contests

e Drawings and Prizes

Visit our website at www.johnsonsnursery.com for a schedule of
events and up-to-date details on this exciting event! PW

Remember to sign up for our Landscape Makeover Contest,
Applications are due by June 30, 2009!
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Be sure to display Star Power™ in a well drained location because
too much soil moisture may result in poor reviews, and no one
would want to dampen this star’s rise to the top! CH

Star Power Juniper™
Juniperus x TN. Select Blue’

Height: 177

Spread: 7-9’

Zone: 3

Shape: Upright, broad
Foliage: Blue-green

Exposure: Full sun

10 Great Reasons to Mulch

The best piece of advice for getting the biggest bang for your

landscaping buck is to use organic mulch in your planting beds.
Mother Nature gets credit for the idea - she has been self-
mulching since plant life began. It is part of the forest life cycle in
which the debris created by decaying organic matter protects and
ultimately feeds and sustains the living plants that grow in it. You
can mimic Mother Nature in your landscape by using organic
mulches. Here are 10 great reasons:

1. Weed supression
2. It looks great!
3. Conserves soil moisture

4. Adds organic material to the soil

5. Improves soil drainage due to increased worm and microbial
activity below the surface

6. Covers bare ground in difficult areas where plants refuse to
grow

7. It recycles wood product waste
8. Reduces rainfall runoff
9. Insulates the soil from temperature extremes

10. Restores structure to damaged soils

At Johnson’s Nursery we sell a variety of organic mulches. Our
shredded hardwood bark is all natural and free of dyes and
preservatives. We also stock hemlock, oak and cedar mulch and
dark brown (chocolate) Enviro-mulch. Stop in for a visit today
and find out which mulch is right for your landscape. PW





